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Basic Information 

�  Served a master for a certain amount of time in order 
to receive passage to the colonies. 

�  Upon arriving, the servants received food, clean 
water, housing, and clothing. 

�  Masters were typically served for five to seven years. 
�  Only 40% of the servants survived their contracts. 
�  Servants were treated as slaves. 



Implications 

�  Early Chesapeake settlements were based around the 
working class. 

�  Servants would only move to the colony if they knew 
jobs would be available.  

�  Many servants were uneducated, and would 
therefore only know about working in the fields- 
growing food, breeding/caring for animals. 

�  The working class, though not given the name, had 
minimal social strength. They were treated poorly 
and, though paid, were treated as slaves. 
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